[The characteristics of the lymphocyte subpopulation composition and its clinical significance in bacterial carriers of toxigenic Corynebacterium diphtheriae].
In 43 carriers of toxigenic C. diphtheriae the antigenic picture of lymphocyte membranes was studied by the method of flow cytofluorometry. The study revealed that at the time of the hospitalization of the carriers a decrease in the number of CD21+ and HDL-DR+ lymphocytes was a prognostically important criterion for the formation of carrier state, while a decrease in the content of natural killers (CD16+) was characteristic of prolonged forms of carrier state. The necessity of the study of cellular immunity factors in carriers at the time of their hospitalization and the expediency of the inclusion of immunocorrective therapy into the individual schemes of their treatment were substantiated.